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29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who 

comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, 

but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”  
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 

remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 

water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who 

will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”  
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus 

passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, 

Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”  

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”  
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”  

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was 

about four in the afternoon.  
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and 

who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell 

him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 

 

“What do you want?”  Have you ever asked that question to someone before?  Have you 

ever been asked that question by someone else?  I think the context in which I’ve heard that 

question asked most often is when I’ve interrupted a family member or friend who was in the 

middle of doing something.  They look up from whatever it was they were working on and they 

ask the question, “What do you want?”  Although, sometimes it’s pretty easy to tell that the 

message they’re really trying to ask is, “Why are you bothering me now?”  We’ve all been in 

situations like that and probably on both sides of the interruption, haven’t we? 

Sometimes though, somebody might ask you that question legitimately to find out how 

they can help you.  When you sit down in the chair at the barbershop or the hair salon the barber 

or stylist usually starts off by asking you, “What do you want?” and then they do their best to 

give you what you’ve asked for. 

A waiter at a restaurant might come up with a slightly more polite way to ask it, but at 

some point they are going to inquire if you know what you want so they can let the cook know 

and start getting it prepared for you. 

So here I am today ready to preach a message and here you are coming to listen to one, so 

allow me to ask you, “What do you want?”  Take a moment to write down what it is that you 

want today.  What is the reason you came here this morning?  My reason for doing this is that it 

is the exact question we hear Jesus asking two men in our Gospel lesson this morning.  John 
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1:37-38: When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.  Turning around, 

Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want? 

Before we go on though, let’s back up a bit to find out what was going on.  Last week, we 

read St. Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Baptism when God the Father identified Jesus as His 

beloved Son and the Holy Spirit came down in the form of a dove and filled Jesus with power.  

After His Baptism, Jesus was led off into the wild by the Holy Spirit where He was tempted by 

the devil for a period of forty days.  After that, Jesus returned to the area where John was 

carrying out his ministry.  Just the day before some Jews had come to John to ask him who he 

was, and he had told faithfully told them that he was not the Messiah but that he was merely sent 

to prepare the way for the Lord. 

And that’s where our lesson this morning began: The next day John saw Jesus coming 

toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  He 

went on to explain that this was the very purpose for which God had sent him: so that Jesus 

could be revealed as the Messiah.  God had promised John a sign by which he would be able to 

recognize Jesus, He said, The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the 

one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  So now John knew that Jesus was the one for whom 

he had been preparing the way.  And now that Jesus had come, his work of preparation was over.  

But John still had one final part to play: pointing Jesus out as the one he had been preparing the 

people to meet.   

So he told the people, “This is the guy I was talking about! The one who is greater than 

me who was coming!  This is God’s Chosen One, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world!  The next day two of John’s followers were there when Jesus walked by again and 

John said a second time, Look, the Lamb of God!  When the two disciples heard him say 

this, they followed Jesus.  Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do 

you want? 

I think it’s safe to say that Jesus wasn’t asking out of exasperation the way we might if 

someone were following us or interrupted us, and He probably wasn’t asking for quite the same 

reasons as a service professional might ask the same question.  I think the reason Jesus asked 

Andrew and that other man what it was that they wanted was so that they would ask the same 

question of themselves.  And that’s why I’m asking you that same question this morning: What 

do you want?  Why are you here, right now, listening to this message?  What do want to get out 

of it?   

Are you looking for the secret to power and wealth, or happiness and comfort, or fun and 

excitement?  If you are, you might leave a bit disappointed.  Are you here because want to get 

some tips on how to live a better life?  You might get a few, but ultimately that’s not what I’m 

here to give you.  Are you here perhaps not because you want to be here, but because you feel 

like you need to be, in order to fulfill some kind of obligation to yourself, to your parents or the 

way you were raised, or to God?  There isn’t any obligation that you can fulfill here that is going 

to leave you any better off than before you came. 

I can’t tell you what you want, but I can tell you what you need.  You need Jesus.  You 

need Jesus because as God has unveiled to us through the message of His servant John, Jesus is 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
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We are all sinful people.  As the Prophet Isaiah put it, We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to his own way (Is 53:6).  That’s what our human nature does, it 

looks after itself, it goes its own way.  And because of that we’ve all done things to serve 

ourselves, things that go against God’s will for us, things that break His commandments, things 

that He labels as “sin”. 

In a sermon that he preached on this same text, Martin Luther reminded his congregation 

that there are only two places where sin can be.  It either stays with you, weighing you down and 

crushing you beneath the burden of the curse that God has placed upon that sin, or it lies on 

Jesus, the Lamb of God who, by God’s grace, takes away your sin, by taking it on Himself and 

bearing the curse of that sin Himself. 

What do you want?  The Law places sin on your conscience and condemns you for them, 

but God takes them from you and places them on the Lamb.  If those sins stay on me or on you 

then we would be lost; because that sin is more than we can bear, but God says, “Look, I have 

laid your sin upon My Lamb, and I relieve you of it.  Believe this!  If you do, you are delivered 

of sin.” (Luther’s Works: Sermons on the Gospel of St. John, Chapters 1-4, The Twelfth 

Sermon) 

And that, I hope and pray, is why you are here.  To see Jesus unveiled as the Lamb of 

God who takes away your sin.  I hope that despite my own inadequacies and shortcomings, I can 

stand here week after week and, like John the Baptist, help to point you to that Lamb.  I will do 

my best to share with you and rejoice with you over the message that God gives us in His Word 

and in the Sacrament, that He has taken away our sins and given us His righteousness. 

And I hope and I pray that, together, we can share that message not only with the people 

of our congregation, but with the people of our community.  It seems scary sometimes, and I 

know that, it’s still scary for me and I went to school for a long time to learn how to do it!  We 

think that we have to try to persuade people, to try to convince them, and what happens if they 

ask questions that I don’t have the answer to, and so we decide that we probably aren’t up to that 

task. But John and Andrew show us something different.  They show us the way we can tell 

others about Jesus.  Our job is simply this (point to the cross).  It really doesn’t have to be any 

more than that.  All we have to do is just what John the Baptist does in our lesson this morning.  

All we have to do is say, “Look, Jesus takes your sin away!”  If you know someone, like Andrew 

did, who has sin of their own that they’re dealing with go find them and say “Look!  Jesus takes 

your sin away!  Come and see.”  And then let Jesus take it from there. 

What do you want?  I want to see Jesus.  I want to see the Lamb who has taken my sins 

away.  I want to dig into His Word where He reveals Himself to me as that Lamb.  And I want to 

share that message and that joy with you and with as many people as we can.  So let’s come and 

see, and go and tell, and then come and see again that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world. 

Amen. 

 


